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Structuring and communicating 
our knowledge



The European Environment 

State and Outlook Report (SOER)

The EEA is mandated in its governing regulation to publish a State of the 
Environment Report (SOER) every five years, to assess the European environment’s 
state, trends and prospects. 

• The SOER 2015 products – 2 reports and 87 briefings – provide a baseline to 
assess where Europe is making progress against the 7th EAP objectives.

• The SOER 2015 synthesis report signals opportunities to recalibrate policies and 
knowledge in line with the 2050 vision. 

SOER 2015 Synthesis report
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The Synthesis report

• Focus: provides a strategic and integrated 
assessment, multidisciplinary, spans 
thematic issues and geographic scales and 
aims to support decision-making.  

• Based on: EEA data, indicators and 
assessments complemented with other 
sources; and dedicated stakeholder 
workshops. 

• Format: printed report in 31 language 
versions and online with links to underlying 
data, indicators and references. 



Assessment of Global Megatrends

• Focus: assessment of 11 global megatrends 

• Based on: thematic EEA information and 
non-EEA sources (non-European).

• Format: printed assessment and 11 online 
briefings with links to underlying data, 
indicators and references. 



European Briefings

• Focus: 25 briefings that summarise state 
and trends in key environmental themes.

• Based on: EEA data, indicators and 
assessments complemented by other 
relevant European sources. 

• Format: online briefings with links to 
underlying data, indicators and references. 



Cross-country comparisons

• Focus: Indicator-based cross-country 
comparisons for 9 themes, with links to 
national level indicators and interpretation.

• Based on: EEA and Eurostat indicators.

• Format: Published as online briefings with 
links to underlying data, indicators and 
references. 



Countries and regions

• Focus: Summaries of national state of 
environment reports for each of the
39 countries involved in Eionet; plus 3 
regional briefings drafted by the EEA.

• Based on: National state of environment 
reports and national datasets and 
indicators.

• Format: online briefings with links to 
underlying data, indicators and references; 
and SERIS (State of Environment Reporting 
Information System). 



Contribute to a societal debate on 
the prospects for ensuring and maintaining 
a healthy environment:

• Primarily web-based products with visual user experience

• Language of movement, empowerment and potential - in 
media, social media and events as the Launch in Brussels on 
3 March 2015

• Intense outreach through media, social media and direct 
dissemination

• Engagement of the EEA member countries in Eionet - a year 
of dialogue on Europe’s environment throughout 2015



Primarily web-based visual user experience



Language of 
movement, empowerment and potential

Key messages picked up by media:

• Europe needs to do more to reach the EU 2050 environmental goals.

• Europe needs radical shift in policies, lifestyle and technologies to 

achieve long-term target of living well within the limits of the planet.



Intense outreach through media, social 
media and direct dissemination

9,540
RE-TWEETS

493,060
REACHED



Engagement of the Eionet - a year of 
dialogue on Europe’s environment 
throughout 2015



Key findings: efficiency improvements 
have not secured long-term resilience
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• Source: EEA. SOER 2015 Synthesis report.



Key messages from SOER 2015

• Policies have delivered substantial benefits for the environment, 
economy and people’s well-being; major challenges remain

• Europe faces persistent and emerging challenges linked to 
production and consumption systems, and the rapidly changing 
global context 

• Achieving the 2050 vision requires system transitions, driven by 
more ambitious actions on policy, knowledge, investments and 
innovation

• Doing so presents major opportunities to boost Europe’s economy 
and employment and put Europe at the frontier of science and 
innovation
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